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3Humanity in Action Bosnia and Herzegovina , ofϐicially established in 2011, develops educa-
tional programs that engage university students and young professionals in dialogue about 
the challenges that communities face as they become more diverse.

Since 2005Humanity in Action has been building a multi-ethnic network of young Bosnian 
leaders committed to breaking down barriers and strengthening civil society in their com-
munities.  To date, Humanity in Action invited 57 outstanding Bosnian students (represent-
ing all of Bosnia’s ethnic communities) to participate in its international fellowship pro-
grams.  Humanity in Action Bosnia and Herzegovina is committed to developing 
on-the-ground initiatives that promote reconciliation and contribute to building civil society, 
promoting reconciliation and rebuilding social trust within the country, a nation deeply po
larized by ethnic and religious divisions despite nearly two decades of post-war peace. The 
breakdown of Bosnia’s multicultural society that began with ethnic cleansing and armed 
conϐlict among the Bosnian Serbs, Croats and Bosnian Muslims has been perpetuated and, in 
some ways worsened by self-segregation, political dysfunction and the erosion of trust at the 
local level. Therefore, Humanity in Action BiH focuses on three main thematic areas, which 
are clearly reϐlected in its running activities:

1. Dealing with the past, mostly through history telling in Western Balkans (Model  Interna-
tional Criminal Court Western Balkans and HIP – Historija, istorija, povijest)

2. Education of youth about democracy and human rights (Encouraging Democratic Values 
and Active Citizenship among Youth in BiH)

3. Holocaust in BiH (Center for Holocaust Research in BiH)
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5In 2014, Humanity in Action BiH underwent two institutional changes. The address changed 
from Dobojska 4 to Skenderija 33. Furthermore, the composition of the Governing Board 
changed as agreed by the Board chair and all other Board members. The Board currently 
consists of the following Board members: 

Lamija Tanović, Chair  Selma Zahirović, Member  Armina Mujanović, Member

Elijas Tauber, Member  Dajana Džindo, Member  Davorin Pavelić, Member

Jovan Divjak, Member  Enes Tuna, Member   Harun Gadžo, Member

2.
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11All the projects were successfully implemented and in the evaluation session assessed as the 
most important part of the program. This part managed to instill in them a sense of 
ownership, commitment, responsibility, but also a feeling that their efforts in general are not 
futile. As a consequence, some participants immediately started planning other 
small-scale projects or became involved in organizations through which they could imple-
ment their ideas.On the other hand, for instance, AldinVrškić became a peer-to-peer educa-
tor at EESTEC Banja Luka (Electrical Engineering Students’ European Association) through 
the help of MilošMacura, another EDVACAY participant. Aldin also proved to have a lot of 
self-initiative, since he spoke positively about the EDVACAY project at an event in Zenica, 
which led to him being invited to appear at a talk show on a local TV station (Face TV) in 
Sarajevo. On the show, which was aired live on 21 June 2014, Aldin spoke about his experi-
ences in the project and was accompanied with Aida Salčić, EDVACAY project coordinator, 
who further promoted the project [the 30-minute footage is not available for archiving].

In addition, Humanity in Action is keeping the participants involved in its current and future 
activities. So far, the participants were invited to all social events with Humanity in Action 
Senior Fellows with the aim of facilitating discussions and cooperation among them. For ex-
ample, Berina Verlašević, a 2013-2014 EDVACAY participant took an active part in Humanity 
in Action international Peacebuilding Project with HIA Senior Fellows in Prijedor.  

Jovana Kljajić, a 2012-2013 EDVACAY participant, is now working for the National Demo-
cratic Institute. Jovana herself credits the EDVACAY program for providing her with the skills 
and the know-how to pursue research and activism as a career. Furthermore, she publicly 
stated that the research she conducted through EDVACAY was one of the main reasons why 
she got her ϐirst employment as an intern at the Center for Investigative Journalism. The 
2012/2013 participants also shared their testimonials and positive impressions of the pro-
ject on the HIA BiH local-language web site dedicated to the project: 
http://hiabih.wix.com/hiabih#!iskustva-uesnika-20122013/c1lej

Humanity in Action believes that this program has given solid grounds to the participants for 
their future civic engagement and the organization shall serve as a platform for constructive 
project ideas and activities. Finally, based on the overall positive results of the project, Hu-
manity in Action hopes to be able to make this program a regular annual activity.

2.



FO
U
N
D
A
TIO
N
 H
U
M
A
N
ITY
 IN
 A
C
TIO
N
 B
IH

12



FO
U
N
D
A
TI
O
N
 H
U
M
A
N
IT
Y
 I
N
 A
C
TI
O
N
 B
IH

13
By doing so, the participants, trainers, teachers and the media would be sensitized to dis-
cussing the subject openly, and the project would serve to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of justice after wars, different mechanisms of arriving to it, and the importance of up-
holding human rights. In an ideal society, all the conϐlicts would be aired out and diffused by 
dialogue and discussion, and not by blame and sweeping difϐicult issues under the carpet.

Even though the WeB stands for „Western Balkans“, there is more to that denomination. 
Web, in itself, is a well-known word in all of the Balkan languages, thanks to the rise of Face-
book generation and adoption of English terms both in colloquial, but also standard use. As a 
word that describes connection, network, (information) exchange, and an intricate structure, 
web is a superb one-word description of what MICC WeB is aiming at – establishing personal 
& close connection between the young adults of a lost Balkan generation, young people who 
were too young to remember, being born in one country and who grew up with a legacy of 
the conϐlict that the conϐlict that tore it apart – without being given adequate assistance in understanding the 
war or its repercussions. WeB is a perfect opportunity for such young adults to discuss their 
views, make cultural & political connections, use the information exchange to their advan-
tage since they have the possibility of direct contact with their peers from neighboring coun-
tries, and utilize all of the IT wealth that the web of all webs, the Internet, has to offer them 
in course of their pre-preparations for the project, as well as during the seminars as well. Fi-
nally, a series of spin-off MICC projects is also one of the goals of the MICC WeB, staying true 
to the meaning of the word and its spirit of interconnectedness. MICC WeB therefore aspires 
to reconnect the region, uniting the youth by a set of common ideas about their present and 
future, and desire to process the past so that it no longer presents a burden and source of 
conϐlict.

By the end of January 2015, 180 high school students and 39 teachers will have participated 
in MICC WeB sessions. Based on the written and oral evaluations, the project is character-
ized as a “life changing experience” by many of the participants. A large number of the par-
ticipants will organize follow-up projects in their schools and communities, with the ϐinan-
cial assistance provided through the MICC WeB project. In this way we will ensure that the 
project is promoted in a number of local communities throughout the Western Balkans. 
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